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Pastor Corner: 

Who do you say Jesus is? 

  When I was looking at Mark 8:27-38 
earlier today, I was struck by how 
important this question is.  “Who do we 
say that Jesus is?”  How we answer this 
question governs our relationship with 
God and our Neighbor. 
  If, like Peter, we see Jesus as the kind of 
Messiah who comes to protect a few like-
minded people against their enemies (like 
protecting the Jews from the Romans), we 
will see Jesus as a protector of me/us and 
an enemy of them.  This will make me 
believe that Jesus is on my side over 
someone else.  God is mine, more than 
theirs.  So, then perhaps it is ok for me to 
be a friend to some and an enemy to 
others. 
  Peter sees Jesus through the lens of the 
world, thinking that Jesus discriminates 
just like you and me.  To Peter, Jesus 
would never humble himself to the point 
of death by Peter’s enemies.  But, Jesus 
reminds us, and Peter, that to think in this 
way is to be a satan… to hold a worldly 
self-centered and narrowly focused 
viewpoint of who my friends and enemies 
are. 
  Jesus is not worldly.  Jesus is divine.  And 
in his divinity, Jesus seeks to humble 
himself for the benefit of the world… not 
friends against enemies… not some and 
not others… but for all the world.  To 

Jesus, to be divine is to seek the 
salvation of the sinner, the friendship 
of the enemy, the lifting up of the 
oppressed, and the surrender of the 
self for the well-being of the other, 
removing divisions and bringing unity 
and peace between friends and former 
enemies. 
  Created in the image of God, we find 
that joy in life comes not just in being 
loved, but also in sharing that love.  Joy 
comes not just in being forgiven, but 
also in forgiving others.  Joy comes not 
just in receiving God’s blessings, but 
also in sharing them that everyone’s 
needs are met.  Joy comes not in 
wielding power for the elevation of 
self, but using any power and influence 
one has to bring justice to all, that 
there may be peace and joy for all, 
because loving grace is the greatest 
power in the world. 
  Who is Jesus?  Jesus is Lord of all.  And 
if you seek to follow this Jesus, humble 
the self, live a self-giving life of sharing 
love, forgiveness and blessings with all, 
that enemies will become friends, 
divisions will be wiped away, the lowly 
will we lifted up, and all will live in 
unity and peace, together, the 
Kingdom of our Lord.  Amen. 

What’s INSIDE 

First Presbyterian Church, Mission 

Office Hours: M-Th  9-5 

Sundays: 8:30 Early Worship 
                 9:30- Sunday School 
               10:30- Worship 
 

Visit us on Facebook:  First 
PresbyterianChurch, Mission, TX 

www.fpcmission.com 

One Call Now: 1-877-698-3261 

. 

Where God’s Love Makes All the Difference 
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SPA (study.pray.act) 

SPA Women's Bible study 
meets every Wednesday in the 

Garden Room. This session 
we are looking at the 23rd 

Psalm through the writing of 
Max Lucado. Join us. 

 

 Create!  

    Bring your lunch and those 
projects you can’t seem to get 
done and meet with other 
crafters for a time of friendship 
and crafting. 

    We meet each Thursday at 
noon. No need to RSVP, just 
come when you can. There is 
always room around the table. 

 

TOPS   

  Take off Pounds Sensibly 
meets every Monday at 9:00 
a.m. in the kitchen. Ladies then 
have an opportunity to stay 
after and exercise in our 
exercise classroom. 

  Call Gloria Dietrich for more 
information. 

    Several women from our church 

enjoyed a Presbyterian Women’s Fall 

Gathering at Getsemani Presbyterian 

Church in San Benito Saturday 

morning, September 7
th
. Workshops 

included a presentation by Rogelio 

Nunez on his work with immigrant 

families at Proyecto Libertad in San 

Benito; a talk by a dietician on 

nutrition, a craft demonstration on 

making butterflies out of coffee filters 

and an introduction to the 

Presbyterian Women’s study of the 10 

Commandments. 

Our worship service, led by Esther 

Hughes and Raquel Ybarra was a 

time for reflection, singing, and 

Communion. The Getsemani Church 

is simply beautiful sitting on the 

edge of a large river-like resaca. The 

church has a long history of both 

Spanish and English Presbyterian 

life.  

 

Next year’s event is being hosted by 

Primera Iglesia Presbiteriana 

Mexicana in Brownsville. 

Mission 
Ladies 

@ 
Fall 

Gathering 

Deborah Circle 

    Women gathered on September 18
th
 

for their new year. The Deborah 

Circle meets the 3
rd

 Wednesday of the 

month for a time of fellowship, food, 

study, and meeting.  

     

This year’s Bible study covers the 10 

Commandments.  Call Moderator 

JoAnn Allen for more information. 

Keep Connected 

   Do we have your most up-to-date contact information? In 
an effort to keep connected, we are working on an all church 
roster to provide to you, but we need your correct info. Our 
office intern and Pam Sherwood are working on it. Please 
contact Pam or the church office. 
    We have purchased a telephone messaging program to 
keep you in the know with upcoming events. Please 

participate and add this number to your phone contaqcts:  
1-877-698-3261 

  

PWs at the Fall Gathering 

Women in the News 
OCT 2019 
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WORSHIP OCT 2019 

     

Noisy Offerings 

Sonshine Players practice 

    Sonshine Players have been busily 

practicing their songs—memorizing the 

Books of the Bible and singing lively 

biblical songs like “Pharoah, Pharoah.” 

Sonshine Players are under the direction 

of Pat and Jenny Hudsonpillar. We are 

looking forward to their Christmas 

Presentation. It is sure to please! 

    Once a month, worship can get a bit 

“noisy” as children grab their buckets 

and collect loose change during the 

Noisy Offering time. Your loose coins 

and paper money  have truly helped  

to change lives.  We have been able to 

purchase livestock and farming tools 

and seeds.  

    This past month our donation went  

 

 

to our Mission co-workers, Melissa 

and Charles Johnson whose work in 

Africe is changing lives. 
 

Thank you for your generous 

support. 

  

    

 6- Bill Dickey 

 8- Lester Cruse 
     Katie Christoffersen 
 9- Nicole Elbers 
12- Grace Elbers 
13- Joshua Sanchez 
15- Jenny Hudsonpillar 
       Tom Smith 
18- Kathy Dickey 
19- Kathy Manuel 
23- Gloria Dietrich 
       Mel Maierhafer 
24- Brandon Wallace 
28- Jean Berting 
       Ruth Ellen Macias 
       Mary Wright 
 

 

  

 

7- Kathy & Dick Buresh 

9- June & Keith Stevens 

Autumn Leaves Potluck 

   We are falling into fall at First Presbyterian on October 13th after 
10:30 a.m. worship service for our monthly potluck. So bake up your 
favorite casserole or toss your favorite salad and head to church.  

 Contact Deb Rucker for more information. 
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JOIN THE CHANCEL CHOIR! 

Job Description & Requirements 

Positions Available: Soprano, Alto, Tenor, and Bass singers.  No others need apply 

Physical Qualifications: Must be able to STAND or SIT!  Must have vision sufficient enough 

to see the Director. 

Experience:  None needed. Extra credit for having sung, hummed, or whistled in the shower. 

Beginning Wages:   Guaranteed satisfaction and abundant joy in the service of the Lord. 

Advancement Opportunities:  Members who demonstrate unusual ability or courage might 

sing a solo sometime. 

Fringe Benefits:  SOCIAL SECURITY…we promise you the security of fellowship with some 

mighty fine people.                     Come and Join Us! 

FPC Chancel Choir meets on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.  We have a spot for you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FPC @ the Citrus Festival 

Calling all extra-terrestrials, outer-space candidates, or wanna-be astronauts! 

We are making preparations for a float in Mission’s Citrus Festival January 25-26, 2020. 

The parade theme is “Space Odyssey” so we are looking for participants and costumes for space aliens, 
“Men in Black,” astronauts and outer space “stuff.” 

Our “vision” is a spacecraft or flying saucer hovering over our First Presbyterian Church steeple. 

If you would be willing to drive and decoate your golf cart, please let us know. 

Join the Space Committee to “Infinity and Beyond!” 

Contact the Perales family for more information or to volunteer! 
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10:00- Deborah 
Circle 
6 pm SPA 
6:15 pm 
Sonshine 
Players  
7:30 pm Choir  

6 pm SPA 
6:15 pm 
Sonshine 
Players  
7:30 pm Choir  

WORSHIP 

6 pm SPA 
6:15 pm 
Sonshine 
Players  
7:30 pm Choir  

6 pm SPA 
6:15 pm 
Sonshine 
Players  
7:30 pm Choir  

6 pm SPA 
          Admin 
6:15 pm- 
Sonshine Players  
7:30 pm Choir  

12:00 Create!  

12:00 Create!  

12:00 Create!  

12:00 Create!  

12:00 Create!  
 
5:30-7:30pm- 
Trunk or Treat 

8:30 early worship 
9:30 SS 
10:30 worship 
11:30 Ministry 
Matters 
5:30- Bells of Hope 
6:30-Bells of Faith 

8:30 early 
worship 
9:30 SS 
10:30 worship 
5:30- Bells of 
Hope 
6:30-Bells of 
Faith 

8:30 early worship 
9:30 SS 
10:30 worship 
11:30 Potluck 
5:30- Bells of Hope 
6:30-Bells of Faith 

8:30 early worship 
9:30 SS 
10:30 worship 
11L30-
Congregational 
Mtg 
5:30- Bells of 
Hope 
6:30-Bells of Faith 

9:30- TOPS  

9:30- TOPS  

9:30- TOPS  

9:30- TOPS  9:00- Golden 
Agers  
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SERVICE OCT 2019 

Trunk or Treat  October 31st 

First Presbyterian is celebrating its 7th 
annual Trunk or Treat on October 31, 2019 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Each year we have 
provided a safe place for our Mission 
children to come and trick or treat.  
We become like children, too, dressing up 
and decorating our trunks and sampling the 
candy and ooh-ing and ahh-ing at the 
creativity we all possess. Let’s meet in front 
of the church and enjoy the “cooler” 
weather and the fun. 

Looking ahead: Christmas! 

We have been blessed to help our local 
Presbyterian ministry, Su Casa de Esperanza 
throughout the year and especially at 
Christmastime. This year, we are collecting 
toys and books again to send to Su Casa for 
their annual Christmas party. Stay tuned for 
more information in our next newsletter. 

 
Time for our College Students 

We are collecting snack items to send to our college 
students to help them "stay awake" during their nighttime 

studying and to let them know we are thinking of them and 
praying for a successful year while they are away from 
home. Bring to the church office or to worship. We will 

send out packages towards the middle of the month. 

Items to donate: 

popcorn,  
          non-melting candy,  

                      tissues,  

  granola bars,  

            fun pens & notepads, 

breath mints (yes, I said it!), 

      to name a few things! 


